Developing Good Questions

Name: ________________________________

Period: ________

Purpose:  To practice writing good questions or problems in question form.

Background Information:  

A question or problem is used for many different reasons.  Scientists use questions or problems to express what they want to know or find out during an experiment that is unknown.

A good question or problem is specific and can be measured.

Format:  

Good questions or problems are written in a specific format to help guide experiments or procedures.  

The question or problem should include four specific things, ideally in the following order:

1. Starts with “Do” or “Does”

2. Tells what you are going to change

3. Tells what characteristics you will observe (and hopefully measure)

4. Tell what you are experimenting upon

Let’s say you wanted to see if sugar makes a rat run faster, slower, or the same as compared to having no sugar.  You would write the question or problem as follows:

1. Does……..

2. ……the amount of sugar change……

3. ……the amount of time……

4. ……a rat needs to go though a maze?

Does the amount of sugar change the amount of time a rat needs to go through a maze?
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Practice:

Write good questions or problems using the correct format with the information below.

· Let’s say you wanted to find out what type of paper falls most quickly: an unfolded sheet of paper, folded in fourths, or crumpled like a ball.  Turn this into a good question or problem to begin your experiment.

1. _____________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________

Now put it all together: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Let’s say you wanted to find out how to make a flower grow fast.  You wanted to test three different types of fertilizers on the same type of flower to find out.  Turn this into a good question or problem to begin your experiment.

1. _____________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________

Now put it all together: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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